ASHTALAKSHMI MAHOTSAV

The Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav, an annual event initiated by the Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), is a landmark celebration dedicated
to showcasing the vast cultural and economic potential of Northeast India. As the
eight states of the Northeast—Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, and Tripura—are often referred to as the ‘Ashtalakshmi’
or eight forms of prosperity, this event aptly captures their essence, highlighting their
contributions to India’s economic, cultural, and social fabric.

One of the major highlights of the Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav is the textile
exhibition, which includes specialized pavilions for Muga and Eri Silk. These two
silk varieties are not only integral to the region’s economy but are also symbols of
its sustainable and eco-friendly practices. Muga silk, with its natural golden sheen, is
unique to Assam, while Eri silk is celebrated as the only “vegan silk” in the world, as
it is produced without harming the silkworm. Visitors to the event will get a firsthand
look at the intricate processes involved in silk production, as well as exclusive designer
collections at both the Muga Silk and Eri Silk Pavilions.

The event will feature an array of handcrafted products that have earned GI
status. These products, ranging from textiles to food items, are recognized for their
authenticity and strong cultural roots. This exclusive pavilion will provide visitors with
the opportunity to explore and purchase a variety of Northeast Indian GI products,
such as the famed Muga silk from Assam, Manipuri black pottery, and Naga chili. The
pavilion will also serve as an educational space where attendees can learn about the
history, significance, and production processes of these unique items. This conclave
aims to bridge the gap between traditional craftspeople and modern designers,
fostering collaborations that can take the region’s crafts to new heights.

A special fashion show will be held to showcase the fusion of contemporary
design with traditional textiles. The Fashion Show will feature top designers from
the region collaborating with local artisans to create breathtaking ensembles that
highlight the versatility and beauty of Northeast Indian textiles. From Muga silk gowns
to Eri silk stoles, the runway will be a testament to the region’s growing influence in
the global fashion industry.

In addition to promoting culture and fashion, the Mahotsav is a powerful tool
for economic development. The Buyer-Seller Meet, Investor Round Table, and Panel
Discussions, core components of the event, will bring together manufacturers, artisans,
and traders from Northeast India with buyers and investors from across the country
and beyond. This platform will enable direct interactions, fostering long-term business
relationships and facilitating bulk orders, which will be crucial for the artisans of the
region. The Mahotsav is as much a cultural celebration as it is an economic one. Each
day of the event will feature Northeast India Cultural Shows, showcasing the region’s
diverse and colorful traditions. Local bands and cultural performances will give
visitors a taste of the region’s rich heritage.

Overall, the Mahotsav is not just a showcase of Northeast India’s cultural and
economic potential but a celebration of its place within the broader national and global
framework. Through this event, the Ministry of DONER hopes to highlight the richness
of Northeast India’s heritage while opening up new avenues for trade, investment, and
collaboration, ultimately contributing to the holistic development of the region.

Significance of the Stamp

S The Octagram used in the logo is inspired by the symbol “Star of

Lakshmi,” which represents spirituality, material wealth, agriculture,

4 > royalty, knowledge, courage, progeny, and victory. The logo signifies the

AN — 74 eight states of the Northeast, each bearing the manifestation of the eight

forms of the goddess of wealth and prosperity. By combining the rising sun

and the octagram, the logo emphasizes the importance of each state in the Northeast in
leading India towards growth and prosperity.

The “Xorai,” a traditional utensil, is a symbol of hospitality and reverence
in Assam. It is used to offer “Tamul Paan,” a betel leaf and nut mixture, to
welcome guests. In sacred places like “Naamghars,” it serves as a vessel to
present Prasad to the divine. Beyond its practical uses, the “Xorai” is also a
cherished gift, often presented to honored individuals as a token of respect.

Meghalaya is renowned for its golden fruit - the pineapple. With
its perfect climate and skilled farmers, this golden fruit positions the state as
a leader in sustainable agriculture. Meghalaya’s pineapples are a symbol of
economic vibrancy and environmental responsibility.

| , Bamboo is deeply woven into the culture and economy of Tripura. From

7\| traditional rituals to modern construction, bamboo plays a vital role. It not only

7\| strengthens homes but also empowers communities through handicrafts and
/| sustainable industries.

The graceful Sangai, Manipur’s state animal, is a rare and
beautiful deer. With its distinctive antlers, it is often called the dancing deer.
The Sangai is an endemic and endangered subspecies of Eld’s deer found
only in Manipur, India.

The Mithun, or the Indian Bison’s head with its impressive horns,
is a symbol of wealth, prosperity, and fertility. This unique bond between
humans and Mithuns reflects the rich cultural heritage of Nagaland.

The Cheraw dance is a cherished tradition of Mizoram and l-
is a celebration of life, performed at various festivities. The dancers, holding

bamboo staves, create intricate patterns inspired by the beauty of nature.

»

The great Indian hornbill is a symbol of courage, tradition,
and ecological balance in Arunachal Pradesh. The hornbill’s beak is =
amark of manhood and valor. These magnificent birds play a crucial
role in maintaining the health of the forest, earning them the title “farmers
of the forest.”

The endless knot, a symbol of eternal wisdom and compassion, is
deeply revered in Sikkim. It represents the interconnectedness of all beings
and the endless cycle of life, death, and rebirth. This sacred symbol is often
found in jewellery, religious artifacts, and traditional art forms, reminding
us of the profound teachings of Buddhism.

To commemorate the Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav, the Department of Posts is proud
to release a Commemorative Postage Stamp celebrating the rich cultural and economic
heritage of Northeast India. This event, initiated by the Ministry of Development of
North Eastern Region (DoNER), highlights the prosperity and diversity of the eight
states of Northeast India — Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim, and Tripura. Through this stamp, the Department of Posts honors
the region’s unique crafts, textiles, and traditions, showcasing its immense potential
for cultural exchange, economic development, and global recognition.
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N~

India Post

Dk Sownrdan Sewn

T oo

Department of Posts

A
N\ v
v

IcoiedT Helead

ASHTALAKSHMI MAHOTSAV

IEEEED]
BROCHURE

\




3r<eHGH Al

< arer W i Scid 2| g, Sk gdf & e Farery (SeieEamR) grRT a9t
TS U% AR U8 ¢ | QaRR & 3fel ISy F1d: STovTde T, 3R, AR, Hererdy,
i, FaTels, Rifded ofik BIgRT &1 wmre: srcdedl’ a1 wuiE & o v & AW
{ ST ST 2 | g8 Soqd IR & M, il ok amisie dm—am 3 gafar
RIS @ ARG B @i = gY S faRre uge @ <wfar 81

el FElcdd B T B 9% e 8, o iR W Ries
(M) & faftre taferm e fby U &) Yem &1 A 31 P T daa qEia] e
P eferaRe BT A= offT €, dfed S@! Aeldiferd vd qafaver sgame ugdl &1
ff g & | Wi Gedt o are T Rice o @ falne ugem @, wrafe o
e @1 3T & A A fied” & wd H S O @ | I8 Ried, W @ sl
B JHAM gAY A1 AR far Srar 81 39 weread § S arel <t o7 g Riew
SR o fre aferml # 7 dad WM Sared @) Sifed ufpaei & ar J SrHer)
firerfl, afes faflre feomeR waae Iwm &1 s/awR ff ure 8rm |

39 AeIcda H fafdy swqder swrg f uelRia feu S, R Shend &1 ot
T | 39 SUTRT H g | dax Ul @re aeqy e €, 9 s difers &k fafine
ARPfIe TEaH & foag S Sl §1 59 favy daferms # <xfel @1 qatR WRA @&
fafaer Shems Saarel S oW a1 uRig T Riew, AfTgR & @relt A & ad ok
AT fd < v w¥iee @7 SIaR Wi B8R | U8 YIferd, §9 Helcdd # HIT o dret
RT3 SIS avgell @ Sfer, A8 iR ScuTed Ufhar & IR § SIHaRT Ui &l
AR N Y T | $9 THAT BT Iee URIRG RIusdRT 3R e fomgri
@ g @) Wi B ured Y U9 HEART BT 9gral ol 8, W Jaia) @l Rredder o
S AT W o S 9 |

39 PRIBHT b IR URIRG g IR 444 oz & TR gRemT o1 gwifar
TE a9 wem o W smefra fhar S| 39 hee W ¥ Jaiar & o e,
RITI BRIRE & A1 e GawRd URe™ GIR a1, Sl @R 9Rd & a1 &)
fafderar iR SMgfepar BT ET W BN | $9 B W b SRM I W FERid {6y
ST aTet T Riedh MR | o) W Ried & wrd, s e SeNT ST # gafar
@ ggd UHId BT YA B |

PRI 3R B BT IFTAT IV B AI—ATT I Helewd, AR & M e
BT 1 U A WA 2| 39 HRIBH & g "eh o sal-fasdl Jod, fawet &
BT -t A Y WERT 3R Faeel @ A v WU R A6 | a8 6, BRI
SR ORI & I WY HaTg QT B & A1 SHhId BRI Hael BT
qerar S G ol 3SR W b1 # fl HERIar UG &, S 39 &5 & BRIRI B
foy e Heeayel €| uE "Edd dad e Sad TE A Aivpiin Soag 6
2| 39 Sd & IR Afafed gafar @ fafduant sk F1-fef Wit @1 g
ARG ITH BRIGAT BT 1 AT foar SIQ | ey &, I € iR o7 aRgpfas
PR D DI 3 & D W RET B 3D faw@mgT |

g WEIHd AR TRA P ARGID 3R e emarell @1 yefia o &1 Ha
wE T 2, afed 39 T iR dRa® TR W w@nfid FRA @1 N Sd 7 | SaR—dl
e #ATerd $9 Helid & Ao & AREH W YaitR IRA @) e faRmd B
X PR Y AR, F9r R AEART & &5 § IUIEARl U R @ie @ e
BT &, NI 39 &9 & 9a7 fAard § anreE fem |

S1eb- e @t fadwar

a ST H ggad STedIol R S de 3 IR §, Siifeh areioRen,
4@}%@@, BT, T, 9, WEE, HaH iR faw o <@l 21 9%
Ny WY, gafR & 3f7e Il BT Tl © qRI € AR Wi @ @ & ane wut

@I AFRE T | I RO AR IFTEHIVT BT AR a1 T8 AR, AR Bl b iR
g @ AR of 9 H ER B TAS 5T B ANTGH BT G B |

2| SHPT YA, HEHHI B A g (A1 iR gur) de FA @ fon fear
ST 2 | emfies Rerel S THER” H, 39 S¥AR Bl HIT—yNaTG it aee @ forw
SRIRT # I ST 2 | AGEIRS AN S 3fAdT WRIE BT ORI G a6
fou S arel SUER & wu H Y fan o 2
HETETI 30 AR Wl — FA~ B fIQ ST I & | At
D1 ITH Ay 3R AT B WA H G [PAF B q@lAd g9 IS Bl
dreiiferds HY & & # SRl o1 il U 8 | Herer a7 s, SMfde w5
9 e R wafeRoT srgae sreferawen & Wil ¢ |
l, i, FIQRT ) AEpf SR sreferaer i St i ¥ | uRuRe Gf—Rarsit
S ¥ v omyfie fafr % afw B sia ARt e ¥ 98 T dad ot @
7/\' HASTGA a1 & Afed wafiied 3R wd IEN & AREH A R FHEr B
werh o g 1
ARG BT A TY, WS b Gerw T Yax RO &1 g6 =
R B T R SR gE S-SR §, S dad 9Rd & AR #
g ol ¥
e, a1 ey arsEe @1 AR o fawne smede W @ wrer
&, T SR TSI &Har BT Yol © | #a 3R e @ dra g oret
- {der TS B WE ARpfas favd @1 e 2
fAiRA @7 9RE (3R B ASE g 2, R Sfe @
fofr= Wyl ofaeRl R SEYdS fHaT ST 8| 39 I H AP 9 @By
BfeA & AT AP B Gaxer F IR wifeet e a7 T
e T BT BT RvTEE TRE H WIEd, WRT SR
qIRReIIST FIe™ &7 T SHS! dra BT AR SR GRAT BT Uit
HIET ST € | I8 Uell @i & et bl 91g & H Hgeayel i Frm
g, 31 g 99 fpar” W der S ¥
fafaad # amue w0 W qoH USed A’ (IdE ie), wmad 4
AR HHOM BT WK ¢ | T8 W WPRIT & W Hder T Sied, 9 SR
ST @ TR dh DT S B | A8 ufad wefies A SIRueT, enfia
BTG SR TRURS Fereli § @ BT fiedr & 7o dig e 3 srefgof
e Rerell @ are fermar
T AT, Jrededl AETHd & SIaWR W, YAk URT B 99E WIRpad R
e favmd @1 QT FIRG STh—fede SR &Rd §Y T4 FT g9d FT B |
IR-Td1 & e 73 e (SeiUFelR) gRT @1 T8 I8 Ugd YAk MRd & 373
Il — SHUITEE WY, 3R, ARG, Ferer, fwiRe, Tmels, fifawn iR Brgwr @
Ffs SR fafaerdr &1 Sca 2 | ST M ERT 59 Se—fede & Aead A Eiar WRd
e e ik aRa® vgam # yafaR wRT @) UR & & TS © |

AR :

L\ >l

Sh—feme /vom feaw amarvr / o g Tferat
faa=foreT / famaor e
q18 LIRS § TS ISR & MR 0

deaiiet 3tide
TECHNICAL DATA

Togat : 500 U
Denomination : 500 p
BERSEa e : 306250
Stamps Printed : 306250
q5oT wifshar 1 ge Jihere
Printing Process : Wet Offset
Printer : Security Printing Press, Hyderabad

The philatelic items are available for sale
at Philately Bureaus across India and online at

http: //www.epostoffice.gov.in /PHILATELY 3D.html

© ST N, MRA ARPR | S[d fehe, UM Fa 3faRor qon
o faeRfreT & Wy § Aaifer e @ us g |

© Department of Posts, Government of India. All rights with
respect to the Stamp, First Day Cover and Information Brochure
rest with the Department.

7T % 15.00



